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SIAM. 

By  Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok. 

The  main  volume  of  Siam's  foreign  trade  passes  through  Bangkok, 
the  chief  port  of  the  Kingdom.  The  statistical  details  given  in  this 
report  have  been  selected  from  the  yearly  publications  issued  by  the 
customs  of  that  port,  and  relate  to  its  commercial  transactions  only, 
no  statistics  having  thus  far  been  published  for  the  foreign  trade  at 
other  points,  which  it  is  estimated  does  not  exceed  20  per  cent  of  that 
passing  through  Bangkok. 

This  city  is  situated  about  25  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  country's 
principal  river,  which  Here  forms  a  safe  deep-water  harbor;  but 
owing  to  a  sand  bar  at  the  entrance,  ships  of  more  than  14^-foot  draft 
can  not  come  into  the  harbor.  Plans  for  dredging  this  obstruction 
have  been  suggested  from  time  to  time,  as  under  present  conditions 
practically  none  of  the  trans-Pacific  or  trans- Atlantic  liners  makes 
Bangkok  a  port  of  call,  and  passengers  and  goods  for  Siam  carried  by 
such  vessels  must  be  transshipped  mainly  at  Singapore  and  Hong- 
kong. The  import  duty  remains  the  same  as  in  former  years,'  namely, 
a  flat  rate  of  3  per  cent  ad  valorem,  excepting  on  alcoholic  liquors. 
Very  little  manufacturing  is  done  in  Siam,  so  that  practically  all 
classes  of  merchandise  are  imported  from  abroad. 

The  spoken  and  written  language  is  Siamese,  but  for  commercial 
purposes  the  English  language  is  in  general  use.  For  advertising, 
however,  the  Siamese  and  Chinese  languages  are  the  most  useful,  and 
the  translation  of  advertisements  into  these  languages  can  easily  be 
arranged  by  local  newspapers.  While  the  Siamese  system  of  weights 
and  measures  is  in  general  use,  the  metric  system  is  now  adopted  in 
many  of  the  Government  departments  and  has  been  used  by  the  Royal 
Railways  for  several  years.  The  official  customs  statistics  are  given 
in  ticals,  the  standard  silver  coin  of  Siam,  which  has  been  converted 
into  United  States  currency  at  $0.37  to  the  tical.  Owing  to  the  great 
fluctuation  in  the  local  exchange  rates,  however,  most  of  the  figures  in 
this  report  have  been  retained  in  original  tical  values. 

Foreign  Trade  of  the  Kingdom. 

The  aggregate  declared  value  of  Siam's  foreign  trade  entered  at 
the  port  of  Bangkok  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1919, 
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amounted  to  265,123,347  ticals  ($98,095,638  gold),  compared  with 
220,872,696  ticals  ($81,722,898)  for  the  preceding  year.  The  imports 
of  foreign  goods  were  valued  at  103,091,917  ticals  ($38,144,009),  and 
the  exports  of  native  products  at  162,031,430  ticals  ($59,951,629). 
The  import  figures  exceeded  those  for  1917-18  by  about  6,000,000 
ticals,  and  constitute  a  record,  while  the  aggregate  value  of  the  ex- 
ports was  higher  than  last  year  by  more  than  38,000,000  ticals.  How- 
ever, in  most  instances  the  increase  was  due  to  enhanced  values  rather 
than  to  additional  volume  in  the  products  handled. 

The  share  of  each  country  in  the  foreign  trade  of  Siam  for  the 
fiscal  years  ending  March,  1918  and  1919,  was  as  follows : 


Countries. 


United  States 

Australia 

Belgium 

China 

Cochin-China 

Denmark 

Dutch  possessions. 

France 

Hongkong 

India 

Italy 

Japan 

Netherlands 

Sinaiapore 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom. . 
All  other  countries 

Total 


Imports. 


1917-18  1918-19 


35, 918, 73i) 


475,104 
170, 476 
730 
430,120 
400, 707 

50,565 
689,958 
231,720 
137,777 
946, 707 

23,751 
486,909 
211,052 
598,561 

94,674 
812,407 
376, 731 


Exports. 


1917-18  191S-19 


$148, 819 
10,640 


363,437 

191,028 

CO,  259 

1,317,620 

4,007 

14,  80S,  238 

1,643,665 


202, 262 
24,072,336 


1,  766,  756 
5S5, 101 


45,  S04, 168 


$156, 823 
15,666 


565, 254 

235,359 

75, 424 

9,030,727 

1,105,301 

16,597,726 

903, 386 

111 

5,070,628 

970,1  95 

23,612,887 


512,471 
1,092,871 


50,951,629 


Principal  Imports  from  Foreign  Countries. 

Siam  depends  upon  foreign  countries  for  practically  all  manu- 
factured articles,  and  there  is  also  an  increasing  demand  for  certain 
classes  of  foodstuffs  which  are  not  produced  locally,  such  as  wheat 
flour,  canned  milk,  cheese,  butter,  canned  provisions,  etc. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  quantities  and  declared  values 
of  the  leading  articles  imported  into  Bangkok  during  the  fiscal  years 
ending  March,  1917,  1918,  and  1919,  in  order  to  show  the  comparative 
steadiness  of  the  demand  for  the  articles  named.  The  values  are 
given  in  silver  ticals,  one  of  which  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange 
equals  only  $0.34  United  States  currency,  whereas  during  1918  the 
rate  was  about  $0.37  : 


Articles. 


FOODSTUFFS. 

Biscuits kilos 

Butter do. . 

Cereals do.. 

Cheese do. . 

Fish: 

Canned do.. 

All  other do. . 

Flour  (cereal) do.  - 

Fruit,  raw do.. 

Meat,  preserved do. . 

Milk,  canned do. . 

Molasses do . . 


1910-17 


Quantity.      Value 


327,872 
38,  164 
129,212 

6,  039 

226, 226 

1,810,338 

■  ■   . 

10,007,074 


Ticals. 

86,022 
24,212 

14,491 

159,859 
818,639 
573,803 
409, 195 
l  10,878 
310,842 
334,508 


Quantity 


57,402 

42,01! 
150,655 

5,029 

35,960 
2,166,212 
3,074,021 

48,627 

429,  292 


Value. 


Ticals. 

59,141 
107,349 

31,519 

12,G01 

50,811 
950,810 
769,059 
889,675 
100,373 
402,632 


191S-19 


Quantity 


93,343 
24,919 

7,517 

54,764 
1,291,065 

1,  192,250 

10,  112 

359,  W2 


Value. 


Ticah. 
01 .  666 

43,146 
21,234 

70, 013 

768,063 
II  1,346 
in;.  183 
417,794 
481,933 


SIAM. 


Articles. 


1916-17 


Quantity.      Value 


1917-18 


Quantity.      Value. 


1918-19 


Quantity.     Value 


49,713 

992 

190,580 

15,929 

1S6, 606 

3,073 

1,446,443 

3,919,976 

30, 189 

99,763 

10,871 

1,232,S22 


foodstuffs— continued. 

Spices  and  condiments kilos . .    3, 725, 584 

Sugar do. ...  10, 595, 230 

Tea do ... .       648, 038 

Vegetables,  dried do....    5,186,444 

RAW  MATERIALS. 

Cement kilos . .  7, 786, 928 

Cotton,  raw do 108,793 

Coal metric  tons..  30,752 

Metals,  rough kilos..  1,331,081 

Oil,  mineral: 

Benzine gallons  - .  346, 228 

Kerosene. do. ...  4, 674, 103 

Liquid  fuel do....  1,878,  " 

Lubricating do ... .  345. 905 

Wood,  planks,  etc pieces..  1,953,S93 

MANUFACTURED  ARTICLES. 

Aluminum  goods kilos..  3,925 

Ammunition  and  explosives... do 53,639 

Arms do 78 

Art  woi  ks 

Belting .• kilos. . 

Bicycles. '. number. 

Brass  goods kilos . 

Brushes do... 

Candles do. .. 

Celluloid  goods do 

.  Chemicals do 

China  and  earthenware do 

Clocks  and  watches,  etc do. .. 

Clothing,  articles  of do. . 

Copper  gx>ds do". 

Cordage,  twine,  etc do.. 

Cotton  goods. 

Cutlery  (except  tools) kilos . . 

DyestufTs: 

Aniline  colors do. . 

Indigo do. . 

Other do.. 

Electrical  goods  and  apparatus,  do. . 

Embroideries,  etc do. . 

Enameled  ware do. . 

Fireworks ,  etc do. . 

Glass  and  crystal  ware do. . 

Gold  leaf taels  a 

Gunny  bags bales. , 

Hats  and  caps kilos. . 

Hemp    manufactures,    other    than 

cordage kilos. . 

Instruments  and  apparatus,  scien- 
tific   kilos. . 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures: 

Bars,  sections,  etc. . . .• kilos. . 

Galvanized  sheets,  plain  or  cor- 
rugated   kilos. . 

Iron  or  steel  sheets  and  plates, 

kilos 

Machinery — 

Agricultural kilos. . 

Dredging do 

Marine number. . 

Milling kilos. . 

Sewing do 

Textile do 

Other,  and  parts do 

Machine  tools do 

Nails,  rivets,  etc do 

Railway  cars,  trucks,  etc.  .do 

Railway  locomotives... number.. 

Railway  materials khos. . 

Road  locomotives number. . 

Wire  manufactures- 
Nails  kilos . . 

Other do 

Other  iron  and  steel  manufac- 
tures   kilos . . 


41, 269 

46,452 
365,260 

30,475 
403, 288 

77,968 

229, 277 

1,442,419 

1,016,046 

38,300 

32, 294 
139, 233 

167,084 

17,070 

3, 560, 957 

396, 732 

468, 668 

17,213 


Ticals. 

644,609 
2, 918, 004 

797, 488 
1,121,198 


228,236 

23,587 

878, 132 

887,869 

409. 085 
2, 837, 287 
300, 626 
272,305 
681, 21S 


24,048 

123,072 

2,317 

2,213 

179,655 

71,502 

521,301 

49, 095 

99,452 

17,533 

466,317 

1,168,219 

221,588 

303,646 

29,  788 

522, 465 

17,590,661 

154, 739 

92, 233 

.180,640 
35, 336 
851,994 
43),  526 
314,217 
712,800 
597, 883 
872, 500 
5,  359,  496 
637, 157 

452, 459 

99, 956 

921,980 

175,579 

168, 669 

23, 545 


2,692,387 

13,922,429 

597,776 

4.247,574 


8,900,865 

102,833 

26,356 

679,593 

332,051 
5,490,865 
1,844,827 

3S1.064 
1,164:755 


4,316 

31,557 

393 


60.892 

576 

163,312 

14,558 

3S2,51S 

3,164 

949, S3S 

2,856,887 

7,377 

87, 891 

14, 035 

1,335,926 


49, 388 

14, 894 

226,914 
65,  294 

344,592 
45, 909 

114,701 
1,551,408 

516,696 
43,300 
32,  SOS 

147,315 


65, 

47, 

1, 539, 

1SS, 

278, 
2. 


Ticals. 

459,612 
3, 662, 096 

852,642 
1,165,505 


250, 93S 

26, 762 

1,336,37S 

807, 043 

426,  741 
3,501,387 
344,856 
313, 6S5 
476,904 


43,885 

93, 744 
6,836 

80.162 
203,497 

50, 182 
494,440 

53,999 
1S9,971 

21,095 
434, 668 
917,105 
153, 702 
279,913 

41,515 

759, 789 

24, 268, 702 

260,  7S2 

25, 677 
95, 218 
38, 634 
830, 732 
303,753 
204,220 
813, 500 
498,  260 
3,419,675 
6, 228, 079 
656, 945 

181,702 

154,514 

653, 996 

104, 285 

234, 525 

5,004 


221 
6,816 

87,  S20 

3 

1,175,416 

44,249 

370, 136 

553, 484 


1,712,339 


1,269,360 
305, 305 


212,793 

7,837 

116,755 

13 

985, 350 

63,462 

186,858 

320, 234 


370, 766 


326,610 
170,011 


1,766,357  I  1,055,731 


8 
67: 

419 
44 
236 

71 


837, 
353, 


1,196,769 


101,088 

8,359 

104,318 

15 

153, 603 

93,065 

165,737 

40, 639 

18,405 

30,811 

8,426 

312, 791 
221, 19S 

1,005,197 


1.834,347 

15,  435,  262 

786,600 

3,509,355 


9,071,244 
60, 700 
27,222 
467,714 

302,294 
4,174,120 
1,636,351 

365,978 
1,272,138 


1.729 

67, 251 

132 


73,902 

103 

187,031 

11,272 

311,447 

3,483 

1,088,396 

2,906,985 

5,118 

45, S67 

25, 8S8 

1,034,940 


26, 835 

3,335 

126,460 
44,028 

414,680 
16,468 

125,959 
1,502,440 

410,443 
48, 650 
IS, 839 
77,531 

32, 821 

13,348 

1,868,736 

124, 633 

261,154 

S70 

501,016 

76 

4,755 

52, 022 

121 

227, 953 

44, 585 

393, 794 

18, 257 

3 

115,407 


Ticals. 

511,298 

3,631,381 

1,099,460 

1,337,151 


252, 351 

17,957 

1,923,021 

9S7,953 

431,525 
3,288,558 

474,102 
354; 710 
457,632 


16,272 

117,039 

3.307 

1,850 

420, 430 

9,882 

636, 670 

53, 706 

158,179 

24, 134 

701,532 

1,143,446 

265,  ail 

228, 260 

117,823 

603,470 

25,  012, 185 

189, 651 

15, 635 

82,  407 

32, 234 

1,125,313 

251,834 

292, 002 
1,080,683 

450,861 
4,409,500 
5, 166,  769 

294, 227 

133, 291 
120,755 
952, 722 
109, 805 
238, 342 

1,253 

459,163 

154, 822 

13,272 

103,145 

200 

404,828 

162, 187 

370, 109 

32,934 

23,110 

65,925 


1,149,574 
212,898 


601,542 
356, 263 

1,093,349 


a  1  tael=936.25  troy  grains. 
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Articles. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1917-18 


Quantity.      Value 


1918-19 


Quantity.     Value 


Jewelry: 

G old  and  silverware 

rial  ed  ware 

Precious  stones— 

Set 

Unset 

Lamps,  and  parts kilos. . 

Lead  manufactures do 

Leather,  and  manufactures: 

Leather do 

Boots  and  shoes do 

Sad.  1  lery do 

Other do 

Linen  goods do 

Matches do 

Matting  and  rattan  goods,  etc. .do 

Medicines do 

Motor  cars number. . 

Motor  cycles do 

Musical  instruments kilos. 

Nickel  manufactures do. . . 

Oilcloth ,  etc do. . . 

Opium chests. . 

Painter's  colors kilos. . 

Paper: 

Books,  music,  etc do.. 

Other  printed  matter do 

Paper  manufactures do 

Paper,  imprinted do 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics do 

Photographic  goods: 

Cameras do 

Other do 

Rubber  goods: 

Tires do 

Other  rubber  goods do 

Silk  manufactures: 

Native  garments do 

Piece  goods do — 

Other do.... 

Soap: 

Toilet do 

Other do 

Sporting  goods  and  games do 

Stationery,  other  than  paper. ..do — 

Tiles number. . 

Tin  manufactures kilos. . 

Tobacco: 

Cigars do — 

Cigarettes do — 

Other do 

T  obacconist  supplies do 

Tools,  other  than  machine do — 

Treasure: 

Silver  coins 

Copper  coins 

Umbrellas: 

Cotton  and  silk number. 

Paper do 

Varnish kilos. 

Wax do 

"Wine,  beer,  spirits 

Wood  manufactures: 

Furniture do. . . 

Other do... 

Woolen  goods do. . . 

Yarn,  cotton: 

White  and  gray do... 

Colored — 

Turkey  red,  etc do. . . 

Other do... 

Sewing  cotton do... 

Zinc  manufactures do. . . 


163, 875 
11,992 

35,  SIS 

35.43G 

29, 749 

116,518 

15,  75S 

2,291,369 

3,928,022 

822, 478 

160 

41 

15, 263 

16, 859 

86, 867 

1,100 

1,095,249 

32,693 

107,71'. 

344,216 

1,987,718 

300, 444 

218 
45, 197 

59,334 
26, 103 

2,014 

125,208 

16, 553 

79,340 

773,065 
208, 223 
244, 125 
942,606 
29,491 

60, 925 
547,484 
369, 767 

66,912 
487,613 


237, 198 

511,181 

50,898 

212,061 


90, 302 

356, 545 

59, 202 


77,825 

313,359 
193,228 

60,742 


Ticals, 
329, 924 
124,794 

109,037 

618, 926 

379,053 

21,075 

229,014 

157, 158 

112,541 

390, 488 

88, 727 

1,518,3S9 

1,139,609 

1,286,441 

519, S45 

21,364 

6*. Oil 

42, 865 

87,217 

2,772,024 

572,330 

81,677 

102,137 

382,611 

1,064,524 

545, 834 

3,152 
357,605 

282, 822 
163,342 

60, 224 

3,013,848 

242, 758 

103,626 
324, 127 
250,603 
271,067 
79, 824 
52, 205 

207,094 
1,530,416 
503,2% 
1S5, 152 
579, 051 

602, 834 
21,458 

246, 117 
161,873 
42, 159 
109,229 
2,264,524 

134, 3S0 
161,356 
349, 558 

829, 621 

166, 473 
708,608 
880,032 

36, 476 


50,061 
11,201 

38, 329 

29, 2G3 

17,451 

89, 141 

18,366 

1,947,109 

5, 674, 369 

903, 847 

120 

92 

9,895 

17, 966 

40, 204 

1,850 

531, 150 

21, 167 

281,512 

556,309 

1,464,458 

225, 297 

1,250 
40,340 

57, 2S0 
30,369 

1,920 
95, 385 
9,153 

55, 541 
1,134,603 
182,895 
114, 8S9 
638, 847 

11,2S2 

51,209 
468, 182 
380, 894 

44,161 
291, 187 


137,401 
675,485 

68, 358 
336, 198 


40,482 
368,614 

63, 846 

1,147,625 

64, 205 

377,095 
107, 108 
48, 077 


Ticals. 
SO,  490 
45,390 

105,399 
190,653 
172,127 
21,  S72 

237, 862 
133>287 

04,016 

335, 909 

105,329 

1,354,389 

1,245,439 

1,333.384 

328',  264 

52,334 

52,715 

66,495 

56, 234 

5,441,686 

382, 263 

67,601 
140,388 

35s,054 
940,  Ml 
480, 840 

6, 896 
451, 984 

261,416 
189, 364 

59, 237 

2,758,289 
220, 144 

101,996 
512,600 
271,868 
247,008 
59, 706 
39,673 

201,727 
1,523,S21 
603, 249 
118,342 
382,943 

251,622 
18, 309 

157,370 
219, 989 
60,119 
186,390 

2,147,910 

60, 702 
169, 970 
385, 113 

1,633,539 

242,614 
1,530,643 

40, 830 


34, 870 
4,731 

22,302 

3,787 

1,429 

39,008 

('.,  54 1 

2, 594, 386 

4, 515, 321 

980, 585 

170 

25 

12, 772 

11,433 

16,307 

1,150 

309, 966 

2^,519 

438,419 

289,191 

1,208,643 

128, 767 

212 
33, 209 

80, 905 
32,069 

2,838 
95,990 
13,153 

40,037 
729, 432 

38,488 
W5,02fl 

278, 138 
122, 894 

34, 502 

658, 595 

336,201 

45,592 

398, 120 


77,184 

39,275 
179)568 


19,327 

482,904 

28, 872 

511,  S13 

101,419 

551.220 
52,676 
55,931 


Ticals. 
83,913 
85, 124 

211,384 
217,067 
172,220 
20, 152 

267, 105 

40, 123 

11,943 

205, 4.38 

65, 353 

2,  .532, 776 

1,516,486 

1,863,977 

507, 599 

25, 299 

94, 10S 

49,012 

60, 449 

2,996,097 

'361,780 

109,  377 
567, 780 
481,327 
1,036,771 
365,  806 

4, 508 
386,  447 

352,541 

207,724 

88,02.3 

3,538,638 

498, 144 

135,000 
503,654 

106,311 

303,994 

17,4!3 
85, 924 

166,441 
2, -',2:.,  207 
656,361 
141,850 
510,078 

115,347 


113,919 
265,834 

41,958 

ns,  7m: 

1,602,327 

38,021 

165, 772 
272, 087 

1,385,369 
04, 508 


Review  of  the  Import  Trade. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1818-19  the  value  of  the  import  trade  of 
the  Kingdom  for  the  first  time  exceeded  100.0UO,UOO  ticals.     The 
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leading  items  showing  increase  were :  Cotton  goods,  a  gain  of  700,000 
ticals;  metal  manufactures,  1,600,000  ticals;  silk  goods,  1,000,000 
ticals;  foodstuffs,  700,000  ticals;  paper  and  paper  manufactures, 
600,000  ticals;  medicines,  500,000  ticals;  machinery,  500,000  ticals; 
cigarettes,  900,000  ticals;  matches,  1,100,000  ticals.  However,  in  the 
majority  of  these  imports  higher  prices  accounted  for  the  increased 
values,  in  some  instances  the  quantities  even  showing  reductions. 
Prior  to  the  war  cheaper  labor  enabled  European  manufacturers  to 
produce  various  goods  at  prices  with  which  American  makers  could 
not  compete,  but  now  it  appears  that  a  level  has  been  reached  and 
that  a  larger  share  in  Siam's  import  trade  may  profitably  be  sought 
for  by  American  manufacturers. 

Generally  speaking,  Siam  uses  all  sorts  of  manufactured  articles, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  there  is  practically  no  local  manufacturing. 
The  articles  most  in  demand  are  electrical  supplies,  motor  cars,  metal 
manufactures  and  machinery,  sanitary  appliances,  medicines,  paints 
and  oilcloth,  railway  and  tramway  equipment,  telephone  and  tele- 
graph apparatus,  paper,  and  especially  cotton  goods.  The  value  of 
the  imports  of  cotton  textiles  for  1918-19  was  25,012,185  ticals.  Min- 
eral and  lubricating  oils  are  also  important  items  in  Siam's  import 
trade. 
Siamese  Exports  to  Foreign  Countries. 

The  following  table  gives  the  principal  exports  from  Siam  to 
foreign  countries  during  the  fiscal  }Tears  1916-17,  1917-18,  and 
1918-19,  the  quantities  being  given  in  short  tons  and  the  values  in 
silver  ticals: 


Articles. 


A  rmadillo  skins 

Bores 

Cardamoms 

Cotton 

Damar 

Fish 

Gamboge 

Gum  benzoin 

Hides  and  skins ,  etc 

Horns 

Lac,  stick  or  crude 

Mussels 

Pepper 

Precious  stones 

Rice  and  paddy 

Rubber 

Salt 

Silk  and  manufactures: 

Piece  goods 

Raw 

Wolfram  (tungsten)  ore. 
Wood: 

Teak 

Agilla 

Sapan 

Yang 

Pradu 


1916-17 


Quantity.        Value 


Short  tons. 

23 

397 

183 

379 

119 

12, 080 

25 

3 

13,  206 

275 

1,235 

1,798 

976 


1, 31S,  966 

46 

28, 505 


103 

86 

44,  735 
13 
3,387 
8,868 
3,852 


Ticals. 

32,610 

24,  298 

222, 870 

88,  079 

42.4S1 

1,688,216 

103, 271 

4,660 

2, 597,  240 

85, 907 

738,  267 

478, 396 

599, 127 

358, 865 

99, 965, 372 

34,  247 

224, 499 

1, 187, 628 
570,843 
162, 057 

5, 078, 849 

49, 056 

211,373 

4,077 

111,  322 


1917-18 


Quantity. 


Short  tons. 

20 

283 

120 

177 

66 

13,  268 

45 

4 

15, 179 

84 

614 

2,226 

1,619 


1, 249, 676 

48 

26,397 


88 
30 

44, 825 

31 

175 

10, 7S7 

1,214 


Value. 


Ticals. 

31.366 

17, 469 
197,  968 

84, 70S 

13, 722 

1, 698, 914 

219, 385 

10, 423 
2, 473, 305 

32, 134 
402, 445 
621,395 
996,  242 
470, 630 
97,861,658 

35, 751 
319,  536 

1,505,917 
608, 524 
44, 560 

5,506,36S 

51,117 

17, 8S2 

479, 149 

39, 347 


1918-19 


Quantity. 


Short  tons. 

19 

290 

402 

270 

42 

11.SS2 

25 

33 

12,  S47 

335 

409 

3,512 

1,575 


946, 762 

33 

24,681 


36, 930 

33 

744 

9,241 

4,408 


Value. 


Ticals. 

31,956 

21,147 

440, 503 

84, 852 

10, 703 

1,360,398 

118,820 

82, 908 

2, 056, 377 

99, 791 

384, 280 

1,020,598 

1,416,777 

575, 100 

132,  096,  3S.5 

30,212 

326, 883 

1,606,111 
298, 287 


5, 597,  408 
65, 631 
40, 762 
595,  794 
166, 235 


The  value  of  the  exports  of  native  products  for  1918-19  exceeded 
that  of  the  previous  year  by  more  than  38,000,000  ticals.  The  value 
of  the  rice  exports,  however,  accounted  for  89  per  cent  of  the  total 
gain,  while  the  actual  volume  of  the  shipments  of  this  product  was 


6 


SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE  REPORTS. 


4,500,000  piculs  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  was  the 
lowest  amount  recorded  in  six  years.  The  unprecedented  advance 
in  the  price  of  rice  was  due  to  the  heavy  demand  for  Siam  rice  from 
abroad,  owing  to  failure  of  the  rice  crop  in  British  India.  Other 
native  products  showing  increases  for  1918-19  were:  Tobacco, 
600,000  ticals ;  pepper,  400,000 ;  and  sugar,  200,000.  The  teak  wood 
exports  for  1918-19  showed  a  decline  of  7,895  tons,  but  the  value  was 
increased  by  91,040  ticals.  The  average  value  of  teak  wood  before 
the  war  was  101  ticals  per  ton,  but  during  last  year  the  average  cost 
per  ton  was  151  ticals.  Siam  is  an  important  contributor  to  the 
world's  supply  of  tin,  but  as  the  mining  for  this  metal  is  confined  to 
the  Siamese  Malaya  and  the  ore  is  shipped  direct  to  the  British 
Straits  Settlement,  the  Bangkok  customs  contain  no  record  of  the 
transactions  connected  therewith. 

American  Trade  with  Siam. 

The  value  of  imports  from  the  United  States  into  Siam  for  the 
fiscal  year  1918-19  reached  $2,475,104  gold,  as  compared  with 
$1,775,529  for  1917-18,  $1,627,106  for  1916-17,  $1,135,883  for  1915- 
16,  and  $1,041,893  for  1914-15.  The  foregoing  figures  show  that 
United  States  trade  with  Siam  has  made  fair  progress  during  the 
last  five  years,  although  lack  of  direct  shipping  facilities,  American 
business  houses,  and  American  banks  handicaps  this  trade.  The 
factors,  however,  which  have  tended  to  establish  firmer  trade  con- 
nections betAveen  the  United  States  and  Siam  during  the  last  few 
years  have  been  the  continued  yearly  visits  of  American  trade  rep- 
resentatives, who  on  their  first  visit,  at  least,  brought  samples  with 
them,  and  the  more  liberal  attitude  of  the  manufacturers  and  export 
houses  toward  the  Siamese  importers. 

In  the  following  table,  which  gives  the  leading  articles  imported 
into  Siam  from  the  United  States  and  their  value  during  the  fiscal 
years  ended  March  31,  1917,  1918,  and  1919,  it  will  be  noted  that 
United  States  trade  with  Siam  now  covers  a  large  variety  of  arti- 
cles, as  there  is  a  demand  in  Siam  for  all  classes  of  commodities 
required  by  modern  communities  in  other  countries : 


Articles. 


Ammunition  and  explosives 

Bicycles 

Biscuits 

Boots  and  shoes 

Chemicals  and  medicines 

Cigarettes 

Clocks,  watches,  and  parts 

Copper 

Cotton  goods 

Cutlery 

Electrical  goods  and  apparatus. 

Fish,  canned 

Flour 

Foodsturls,  n.  e.  s 

OteSS  manufactures 

Instruments,  scientific 

Jewelry 

Lamps' and  parts 

Leather  and  dressed  skins 

Lu  Virion!  frig  oil 

lory 

Machine  belting 

Metal  manufactures 

Metals,  n.e.s 

Milk .  Banned 

Mineral  oil 


1910-17 


2 

37 

33!) 

8 


14 

4: 

64! 

0i 
16, 

7, 
3, 
1, 

9, 

41, 

224, 

12, 

223, 

2, 

21'j, 


1917-18 


$545 

2,317 
3.012 

43,206 
210,096 

10,502 


8,335 

0,710 

58,104 

1,470 

4,378 

21.259 

4.288 

3,700 

4,036 

13,110 

2,130 

89,781 

6,209 

7,i)0'2 
484.8W 


1913-19 


$20,685 

147 

1  .  J  vi 

405,285 

8,170 

5,471 

20,739 

2,391 

120,  123 
1   105 

hit 
4&,  484 

2,904 

10,011 
2,131 

270,807 

8,927 

30,273 

7.  Its 

284,188 
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Articles. 


Motor  cars  and  parts 

Motor  cycles 

Oilcloth 

Paints 

Paper  and  manufactures 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics 

Photographic  goods 

Railroad  material  and  trucks 

Raw  materials,  n.  o.  s 

Rubber  goods 

Sewing  machines 

Soap 

Sporting  goods  and  games. . . 

Stat  ioncry 

Tools,  other  than  machine... 

Wood  manufactures 

Zinc 


1916-17 


$155, 877 

2,274 

4,131 

5,946 

8.S43 

2,208 

4,394 

2,943 

77 

11,002 

21,121 

958 

3,462 

5,225 

100,892 

5,746 

7,360 


$109,920 
2,932 
2,129 
1,958 
7,594 
3,256 
829 
10,718 
12,701 
13,648 
6,861 
1,803 
1,258 
3,597 
65,416 
3,145 
10,717 


1918-19 


$185,928 

3,398 

8,598 

10,785 

48,649 

3,915 

889 

10,355 

13,922 

29,531 

12,998 

904 

314 

11,194 

48,362 

1,694 

30,340 


The  export  of  Siamese  products  to  the  United  States  during  the 
fiscal  year  1918-19  was  greatly  hindered  by  lack  of  shipping  facili- 
ties and  import  restrictions,  but  during  the  following  j^ear,  although 
no  ships  sailed  direct  from  Siam  to  America,  yet  considerably  larger 
quantities  of  Siamese  raw  products  were  invoiced  for  shipments,  the 
goods  being  forwarded  to  Singapore  or  Hongkong  for  transshipment 
to  United  States  ports.  Siam  offers  quite  an  interesting  variety  of 
gums,  spices,  woods,  and  other  raw  products  of  the  field  and  jungle, 
which  could  be  profitably  used  by  American  manufacturers. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  quantity  and  declared  value  of  the  exports  invoiced  at  the 
consulate  at  Bangkok  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal 
years  1916-17, 1917-18,  and  1918-19  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


1916-17 

1917-18 

1918-19 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

9,516 

S13, 0S5 

3,781 

7,691 

55, 418 

Gums: 

593 

$504 

7  691 

4,800 

3,250 
208,007 

1,019 

913 

46, 285 

79,695 
117, 756 

19,997 
17, 249 

71,852 
226,907 

10, 360 
43,130 

15  807 

69, 858 

Pepper: 

Black 

2,590 
14,282 

White 

78,549 

15,095 

Precious  stones: 

1,224 

13,641 
1,621 

Other 

Rice 

302, 400 
44, 800 

12, 124 

22, 100 

95, 226 

8,170 

131,040 

69, 402 

45, 166 

1,547 

Wood :  Teak  squares  and  planks 

68, 073 

276 

Total 

169, 020 

200, 146 

199  257 

The  only  shipments  from  Siam  to  the  American  insular  posses- 
sions for  year  under  review  were  sent  to  Manila  and  consisted  of 
33,602  piculs  of  white  rice,  valued  at  $115,173;  122  carats  of  rubies 
and  sapphires,  valued  at  $1,619;  and  notions,  valued  at  $193. 
Short  Rice  Crop — Mining  Possibilities. 

The  export  of  Siam  rice  to  foreign  countries  during  last  year 
fell  below  the  usual  million  or  more  short  tons,  reaching  only 
946,762  tons  against  1,249,675  tons  in  the  fiscal  year  1917-18.    The 
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price,  however,  especially  during  the  last  quarter  of  1918-19,  reached 
unprecedented  figures  and  continued  to  advance  until  in  June,  1919? 
the  price  per  picul  (133^  pounds)  of  white  rice  was  35  ticals,  as 
compared  with  7  to  8  ticals  per  picul  in  normal  years.  Owing  to 
the  continued  heavy  foreign  demand  for  rice  the  Siamese  Govern- 
ment fearing  a  shortage  for  home  consumption  prohibited  its  ex- 
port, except  under  license,  from  July  13,  1919. 

Satisfactory  progress  is  being  made  with  the  extensive  irrigation 
project  now  in  hand,  for  which  dredging  machinery,  valued  at 
459,163  ticals  was  received  from  the  United  States.  During  the 
war  several  plantations  for  growing  the  castor-oil  plant  were  started, 
all  of  which  gave  good  promise  for  success,  but  the  final  result 
was  a  failure  owing  to  extensive  damage  to  the  plants  by  cater- 
pillars. An  experiment  is  now  being  made  in  growing  lemon  grass 
in  place  of  the  castor-oil  plant. 

American  mining  experts  have  recently  visited  the  extensive  min- 
eral-bearing areas  in  the  Siamese  Malaya  and  are  said  to  have 
been  favorably  impressed  with  the  mining  possibilities  in  that  re- 
gion. The  Siamese  Government  will  soon  issue  new  mining  regu- 
lations to  replace  those  of  1909,  and  in  due  time  copies  of  the  new  act 
will  be  published. 

The  Siamese  tin  and  wolfram  situations  were  reviewed  in  Com- 
merce Reports  for  January  18,  August  28,  and  September  6,  1919. 

Progress  in  Railway  Construction — Roads. 

The  extension  of  the  Siamese  Northern  Railway,  which  has  been  in 
progress  for  several  years,  was  hindered  during  the  year  under  review 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  rails  and  other  materials  from 
abroad,  but  the  embankments  for  the  extension  have  been  completed 
up  to  the  city  of  Chiengmai.  The  southern  line  was  completed  and 
joined  up  with  the  British  railway  system  of  the  Federated  Malay 
States  and  international  traffic  was  inaugurated  on  the  west  coast  in 
the  fiscal  year  1917-18.  During  1918-19  the  embankments  on  the  east 
coast  branch  of  this  line  were  completed  up  to  the  Kelantan  frontier. 
On  the  Siamese  Eastern  line  an  extension  toward  French  Indo-China 
is  also  under  consideration  with  the  object  of  linking  up  with  new 
lines  extended  from  the  latter  country,  and  eventually  it  is  hoped  to 
establish  through  railway  connections  between  Bangkok  and  Saigon. 
The  surveys  for  this  purpose  are  already  in  progress  and  are  to  be 
completed  within  two  years'  time. 

A  number  of  Siamese  students  are  being  sent  each  year  to  the 
United  States  to  study  railway  engineering  and  management.  Under 
the  efficient  directorship  of  the  Commissioner  General  of  the  State 
Railways,  modern  methods  are  rapidly  being  introduced  and  the  en- 
tire workings  of  the  railways  will  eventually  be  unified,  and  in  due 
time  the  standard-gauge  portions  of  the  railways  may  be  converted 
into  meter  gauge  so  that  it  will  be  possible  to  run  trains  through  to 
Rangoon  and  Burma,  and  Saigon,  Indo-China.  The  24-hour  notation 
of  time  and  the  metric  system  of  weights  and  measures  are  used  on  all 
the  State  railways  in  Siam. 

Considerable  attention  has  already  been  given  to  road  making  in 
connection  with  the  new  railway  extensions,  and  an  American  engi- 
neer has  joined  this  service. 
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Financial  Conditions — Banking. 

According  to  the  recently  issued  report  of  the  Financial  Adviser, 
Siam's  national  debt  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  March  31,  1919, 
amounted  to  £6,702,220,  but  this  amount  will  be  reduced  by  £68,260 
during  the  current  year. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  demand  of  the  local  banks  for  currency  to 
finance  the  export  of  the  new  rice  crop  it  was  found  necessary,  during 
the  last  four  months  of  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31, 1919,  to  greatly 
expand  the  paper  currency,  so  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  notes 
in  circulation  reached  113,766,985  ticals  as  compared  with  59,614,755 
ticals  in  the  fiscal  year  1918,  an  increase  of  over  90  per  cent.  In  order 
to  conserve  the  silver  in  the  treasury,  the  note  issue  was  declared  tem- 
porarily inconvertible.  A  new  1-tical  note  was  issued,  6,000,000  of 
which  were  in  circulation  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Owing  to  the  diffi- 
culty in  getting  notes  printed  some  of  these  unissued  notes  were  tem- 
porarily issued  as  surcharged  50-tical  notes. 

The  bank  demand  rate  for  drafts  on  London  remained  unchanged 
at  the  figure  of  Is.  6TT0-d.  to  the  tical  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  under 
review,  but  during  the  following  year  the  rate  fluctuated  considerably. 
The  local  exchange  quotations  for  the  Siamese  silver  tical  at  Bangkok 
on  October  1,  1919,  were :  On  New  York  bank  bills,  demand  United 
States  gold  $0.34|;  on  London  Is.  8^d. ;  and  on  Paris  292.  The 
equivalent  of  exchange  for  demand  drafts  on  London  in  Siamese  cur- 
rency was  :  £1=12  ticals,  against  13.08  ticals  in  1917-18. 

Owing  to  the  continued  high  price  of  silver,  the  Siamese  Govern- 
ment in  September  of  the  current  j^ear  published  an  amendment  to 
the  Gold  Standard  Act,  in  order  to  protect  the  issue  of  silver 
coinage,  to  the  effect  that  "  the  theoretical  unit  of  the  Siamese 
monetary  sj^stem  shall  be  the  tical  of  61  centigrammes  of  pure  gold." 
The  Government  finds  it  inexpedient  to  receive  gold  at  Bangkok 
for  coinage,  but  for  the  present  the  Siamese  Ministry  of  Finance 
will  continue  to  receive  gold  abroad,  and  will  issue  in  Bangkok 
legal  currency  in  exchange  at  the  rate  of  2,434  ticals  for  every  100 
ticals  weight  (1,500  grammes)  of  pure  gold  received,  or  11.88  ticals 
to  £1.  The  minimum  amount  of  each  separate  transaction  is  lim- 
ited to  £5,000.  The  gold  standard  reserve  fund  for  the  maintenance 
of  exchange  amounted  to  £1,290,672  up  to  March  31,  1919. 

Two  additions  were  made  to  the   foreign  banking  interests  in 
Bangkok  during  the  year  by  the  opening  of  branches  of  the  Banks 
of  Taiwan  and  of  Canton.      There  are  no  American  banking  fa- 
cilities in  Siam,  except  an  American  agency  with  a  foreign  bank. 
Bangkok  Shipping  and  Passenger  Traffic. 

Bangkok  remains  the  only  port  in  Siam  of  interest  to  foreign 
shippers,  as  practically  all  goods  destined  for  Siam  are  landed 
here,  but,  with  the  exception  of  goods  shipped  from  Oriental  ports, 
such  merchandise  is  carried  by  the  liners  only  as  far  as  Singapore 
or  Hongkong,  where  transshipment  is  effected  for  Bangkok  by  local 
vessels.  As  United  States  shipping  firms  now  have  no  difficulty  in 
issuing  through  bills  of  lading  to  Bangkok  this  arrangement  gives 
the  exporter  no  anxiet}^.  The  Bangkok  importer,  however,  is  in- 
convenienced by  the  loss  of  time,  and  often  the  goods  are  damaged  by 
rough  handling  received  during  the  transfer   from  ship  to   ship, 
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therefore,  strong  packing  cases  should  be  provided  for  goods  shipped 
to  Siam. 

British  vessels  now  dominate  the  foreign  shipping  at  this  port, 
where  formerly  the  German  ships  took  the  lead.  The  total  number 
of  calls  at  Bangkok  by  foreign  ships  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  March 
31,  1919,  was  577  of  560,816  tons,  and  those  under  Siamese  flag  num- 
bered 249  of  122,286  tons,  giving  a  total  for  inward  clearings  of 
826  vessels  of  683,102  tons"  for  1918-19,  as  compared  with  1,009 
vessels  of  796,232  tons  in  1917-18.  Among  the  ships  arriving  in 
Bangkok  during  the  twelvemonth  under  review,  125  vessels  of  140,- 
786  tons  came  from  Hongkong,  516  vessels  of  386,380  tons  from 
Singapore,  39  vessels  of  45,857  tons  from  China,  15  vessels  of  9,807 
tons  from  British  India,  32  vessels  of  18,054  tons  from  Indo-China, 
10  vessels  of  17,603  tons  from  Japan,  48  vessels  of  51,676  tons  from 
the  Dutch  Indies,  2  vessels  of  4,627  tons  in  ballast  from  the  Philip- 
pine Islands,  and  2  vessels  of  2,453  tons  in  ballast  from  Penang. 
There  was  no  inward  clearing  of  vessels  from  American  or  European 
ports  during  the  year,  and  only  1  ship  cleared  outward  for  an  Ameri- 
can port,  and  3  ships  for  European  ports. 

The  passenger  movement  for  1918-19  consisted  of  69,152  arrivals 
and  39,324  departures,  an  increase  of  28,920  in  the  arrivals  and  of 
1,187  in  the  departures  as  compared  with  1917-18.  As  in  former 
years,  the  passenger  traffic  was  mainly  limited  to  Chinese  laborers 
who  come  and  depart  in  almost  equal  numbers  during  each  year. 

Parcel-Post  Service. 

Parcel-post  service  between  the  United  States  and  Siam,  via  Hong- 
kong, came  into  operation  on  October  10,  1918.  The  rate  from  Siam 
to  the  United  States  is  95  stangs  (about  35  cents  gold)  for  parcels 
up  to  1  pound  in  weight,  and  40  stangs  (13  cents  gold)  for  each 
additional  pound,  each  parcel  being  limited  to  11  pounds  in  weight. 
From  the  United  States  to  Siam  parcels  can  be  prepaid  only  as  far 
as  Hongkong,  and  in  order  to  cover  the  cost  of  transmission  from 
the  latter  place  to  Bangkok  the  recipient  must  pay  95  stangs  (about 
35  cents  gold)  for  each  parcel.  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  this 
arrangement  is  now  working  satisfactorily  and  is  being  taken  ad- 
vantage of  by  a  large  number  of  Siamese  buyers  of  American  goods. 
This  service  will  be  an  important  aid  in  bringing  about  a  more  gen- 
eral knowledge  and  subsequent  demand  for  a  great  variety  of  useful 
American  manufactures  which  hitherto  had  not  found  their  way 
out  to  Siam  because  of  the  lack  of  parcel-post  facilities. 
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